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New Chapter of EnCourage Forming in Madison Diocese 

In order to provide more help and support for the friends and family members of those who experience 

same-sex attractions, the Diocese of Madison has recently established a local chapter of EnCourage, 

which is a ministry within the Courage Apostolate.  

EnCourage is for the parents, spouses, siblings, and friends of people who experience same-sex 

attractions or who identify as LGBTQ. “EnCourage members work together to understand the experiences 

of their loved ones, and to respond to them with compassion. They know that it is possible to express love 

for someone even if we can’t support all of their choices or actions. They find spiritual guidance to grow 

in their relationship with Christ, and community support from other members that helps them remember 

that they are not alone on this journey.”  

The five goals of EnCourage are:  

(1) To grow spiritually through spiritual reading, prayer, meditation, individual spiritual direction, 

frequent attendance at Mass, and the frequent reception of the Sacraments of Penance and Holy 

Eucharist;  

(2) To gain a deeper understanding of the needs, difficulties, and challenges experienced by men 

and women with SSA;  

(3) To establish and maintain a healthy and wholesome relationship with their loved ones with 

SSA;  

(4) To assist other family members and friends to reach out with compassion and truth, and not to 

reject, their loved ones with SSA;  

(5) To witness to their loved ones by their own lives that fulfillment is to be found in Jesus Christ 

through His Body, the Church. 

The first meeting of the new chapter of EnCourage forming in the Diocese of Madison is being planned 

for November 2018. If you are interested in attending or would like more information, please contact the 

Diocese of Madison EnCourage coordinator at encourage@madisondiocese.org or by phone at (608) 821-

3019. 
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